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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Duluth and St, Louis County, Minnesota, Their Story and Peo- 
ple: An Authentic Narrative of the Past, with Particular 
Attention to the Modern Era in the Commercial, Industrial, 
Educational, Civic and Social Development. Edited by 
Walter Van Brunt. In three volumes. (Chicago and 
New York, The American Historical Society, 192 1. xxxvii, 
1,247 P- Illustrations.) 

Having as his task the writing of the story of a region so rich 
in background, present interest, and possibilities as the north- 
eastern part of Minnesota, the historian of St. Louis County 
ought not to experience either lack of material or of inspiration. 
The writer of the three volumes under consideration seems to have 
found an abundance of facts and figures to present, and for some 
of this material the student will ever be in his debt. If the author 
found inspiration, however, he felt it incongruous to inject it 
into a county history. Hence one will seek in vain for the color 
and romance that he might rightfully expect to find in an account 
of pathfinders, trail-makers, empire-builders, geographers, Jesuit 
fathers, missionaries, lumbermen, fishermen, miners, and farmers. 

While considering at some length the early discoverers, and 
even delving into the geolc^cal and ethnological fields, the author 
has nothing new to present along these lines and this section of 
the work may be disregarded in favor of more lucid and thor- 
oughgoing treatments of the same subjects. With the chapter 
treating the establishment of the American Fur Company's post 
at Fond du Lac the real contribution to history begins. Through- 
out the remainder of that part of the first volume which presents 
the history of Duluth, constant use is made of hitherto unprinted 
sources. Certainly one could not now think of writing an account 
of the. history of Duluth without consulting the diaries of 
Edmund F. Ely and of James Peet. It is Mr. Van Brunt's history 
which has called attention to these and other invaluable manu- 
scripts, and all thanks are due to the author for thus making 
them known. One could wish that a greater degree of assimila- 
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tion had taken place in incorporating this manuscript material 
in the account, but it cannot be remarked too often that if all 
writers of county histories sought out and quoted from such 
diaries, reminiscences, and letters of pioneers, the imperfect use 
by them of such data would be condoned. 

After a nearly chronological account of Duluth follows a more 
or less topical discussion of such subjects as its churches, schools, 
newspapers, organizations, banks, manufacturing plants, lake 
commerce, et cetera. Thereafter follows the history of the min- 
ing region, town by town. While the author opens his chapter 
on the Mesabi Range with the statement that its history " holds 
many romances more engrossing and thrilling than an imagina- 
tive writer of fiction could plan, " he straightway makes of the 
account as prosaic and uninteresting a tale as ever patient re- 
searcher waded through. How, for example, can one's interest 
be held, with subheadings in bold-face t3T)e breaking the con- 
tinuity of one's thought every four or five lines? In fact, the 
whole book is marred with these unmeaning subheadings. More- 
over, it would seem proper that in a history in three volumes, 
filling 1,247 pages and covering only one county, space ought to 
be alloted to an adequate and scientific discussion of the mines 
that have revolutionized the iron trade of the world. The prob- 
lems of engineering that were encountered and solved, the financ- 
ing of such a colossal piece of work and how it has affected the 
financial history of the country, the transportation lines that have 
been called into being, the men whose imagination made possible 
this whole enterprise — all these and many other points have been 
accorded too scanty consideration. 

Of the accounts of other towns and regions in the county one 
can say only that they are all cast from the same mold. The 
" first " of ever)rthing, whether it be the first child born or the 
first railroad completed, is given the same prominence. Pioneers 
are listed, church and school establishments noted, population 
given, et cetera, et cetera. While these facts are distinctly worth 
while, they make this county history, like the majority of county 
histories, of interest only to the searcher after specific facts of 
local interest. 

Two chapters deal with the services of St. Louis County men 
in the Civil, Spanish-American, and World wars. Then follows 
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a history of the townships of the county. The remainder of the 
work, pages 739 to 1,247, contains biographical data on the promi- 
nent men of the county, most of whom are still living. These 
sketches are in the regulation form for county histories, and 
though not too fulsome and containing much of distinct historical 
value, they occupy a disproportionate part of the entire work, if 
service in making known the history of the county be the criterion. 
The presence of many pictures adds pleasure to the use of 
these volumes, but the reader feels constantly the need of maps. 
Especially is a large detailed map of the entire county needed. 
The presentation is, in general, journalistic, and split infinitives 
are the order of the day. The index, curiously enough, is found 
at the beginning of the first volume and is more carefully and 
scientifically prepared than the indexes of many county histories. 
It may be well, in closing, to state that the publishers, the Amer- 
ican Historical Society, are not to be confused with their more 
distinguished brother publishers of similar name, the American 
Historical Association. 

Grace Lee Nute 

The Blanket Indian of the Northwest. By Colonel G. O. 
Shields. (New York, Vechten Waring Company, 192 1. 
322 p. Illustrations.) 

Colonel Shields states in his preface that this work has de- 
veloped from an illustrated lecture on the blanket Indians. " The 
lecture consists almost entirely of personal reminiscences of 
Indians I have known, hunted with, camped with, feasted with 
and starved with, " he writes. It is well that the reader is thus 
partially prepared for what is to come, for the book is a curious 
jumble of history, legend, and tribal custom, set down without 
much attempt at organization and arrangement. A chapter on 
" How the Indians Name Their Pappooses " is followed by one 
entitled " A Hold Up in the Bitter Roots, " and this in turn by 
one headed " A Raid by Cree Horse Thieves. " Included in the 
last-mentioned chapter is a section describing " A Salmon 
Smokery. " The disjointed character of the book makes it diffi- 
cult to find specific items of information for which the reader 
may be looking. 



